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“Pay attention and listen to the sayings of the wise.” The wisest, richest king that ever 
lived said that.  His name was King Solomon.  His name is synonymous with wisdom. 
Those who pay attention and listen to the sayings of the wise are those who seek 
knowledge.  When I think of Seeking Knowledge, I think of Abraham Lincoln. 
 
Lincoln is my favorite president.  He lived from February 12, 1809 until April 15, 1865. 
He was the 16th president of the United States.  He guided our country through the Civil 
War, preserved the Union and abolished slavery.  
 
Lincoln, which is what he preferred to be called, was born in a one-room log cabin on the 
Sinking Spring Farm, near Hodgenville, Kentucky to his parents Nancy and Thomas 
Lincoln.  His tomb is in Oak Ridge Cemetery in Springfield, Illinois.  He was married to 
Mary Todd, and they had four boys, Robert - 1843, Edward - 1846, Willie -1850 and Tad 
-1853  Edward died at age 4 probably from tuberculosis.  Willie died of a fever at age 12. 
Thomas “Tad” Lincoln died of heart failure at the age of 18.  Robert was the only child to 
live to adulthood and have children. 
 
Lincoln, a self-educated man, was a lawyer.  He served as a Representative for Illinois for 
eight years.  He was elected to the United States House of Representatives in 1846 and 
served one term.  In 1854 he became a leader in building the new Republican Party.  In 
1858, Lincoln campaigned against Stephen Douglas for the US Senate seat and lost.  In 
1860 he was elected president of the United States.  
 
Because Lincoln campaigned against slavery, seven southern states seceded from the 
United States and formed the Confederate States of America before he moved into the 
White House.  During his presidency, Lincoln connected with the American people 
through his oratorical giftedness.  His Gettysburg Address became his most famous 
speech and represents the highest American ideals for democracy, equal rights and 
liberty. America regards Abraham Lincoln as one of its greatest U.S. presidents.  
 
Lincoln was not born into wealth or power.  While studying and reading law, he worked 
in a store, managed a mill, and surveyed land.  He was a strong-willed individual. 
Because he sought knowledge, he knew his beliefs and positions and was not afraid to 
speak his mind, even when he knew his view would cause controversy.  
 
Lincoln was an honest, compassionate man of character.  He understood people and 
treated them with respect whether they were rich or poor, weak or powerful.  Honest Abe 
was an excellent communicator who wrote his own speeches.  His works are larger in 
sum than the words in the Bible.  He wrote hundreds of letters, articulating his thoughts 
in an eloquent manner.  
 



President Lincoln was solid in his beliefs.  He kept three books on his desk: the Bible, a 
dictionary, and Shakespeare’s works.  He was a humble man who gave credit where 
credit was due.  He said, “All that I am or ever will be I owe to my mother.”  
 
Lincoln was not a quitter!  He never gave up!  Even when he was defeated, he continued 
to try again and again until he was successful.  He failed in business in 1831.  He was 
defeated in 1832 for the legislature.  He failed again in business in 1833.  In 1836, 
Lincoln suffered a nervous breakdown.  In 1843 and 1848, he was defeated for Congress, 
and he was defeated for the Senate in 1855.  He was defeated for vice-president in 1856, 
and defeated for the Senate in 1858.  But, in 1860, Abraham Lincoln was elected the 16th 
president of the United States. 
 
In closing, Lincoln remains my favorite president because he loved learning or seeking 
knowledge. Lincoln was known to walk 20 miles to obtain a book to read.  Through 
Lincoln’s quest to obtain KNOWLEDGE, he became educated about people.  He learned 
about history, government, law, philosophy, mathematics, reading, writing, and more.  
 
Abraham Lincoln is one of the greatest role models and leaders in America’s history.  He 
inspires us to have courage, reach for our dreams, never give up, treat people with respect 
and kindness, and seek knowledge through continual reading and learning.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


